ANISSA M. BOUZIANE - Biographical Information, June 2016

Born in the United States to a Moroccan father and a French mother, Anissa M. Bouziane is a writer, filmmaker, and teacher who has been working on issues of the divide between East and West for more than twenty years. A graduate of Columbia University’s School of the Arts, Anissa was mentored by Edward Saïd, in the ground-breaking years when professor Saïd’s ideas were transforming both academia and the art world. The award winning experimental film work and installation art that she and her sister, the photographer, Yasmina Bouziane, created was at the forefront of the discussion of Arab identity in the West in the decade before September 11th. In addition to her Masters of Fine Arts from Columbia, Anissa also holds a Bachelors Degree in Political Science from Wellesley College, and a Certificate in Film from New York University.  

Anissa lived and worked in New York City for more than ten years, until June of 2002, when she moved back to Morocco and then France. Dune Song is her first novel, published this year by Le Fennec, Casablanca. The book, rooted in the personal experience of witnessing the collapse of the Twin Towers, centers around the events of September 11th, as seen from the perspective of an Arab American woman. Though written initially in English, the novel is seeing its first publication in French translation.  

Today Anissa lives and writes in Paris. Her previous essays and short stories have been published in The International Herald Tribune, The San Francisco Chronicle, the magazine Tolerance, and the RAWI Anthology of Arab-American Writing.  Her short and experimental films have shown world wide, including The Festival National du Cinema Marocain, the Rawafid film festival in Casablanca, The Pasadena Film Festival, and the Berkeley Film and Video Festival, where The Bouziane Sisters’ first film, Yellow Nylon Rope, won a First Prize. The Bouziane Sisters’ installation work has been on display in various galleries including New Langton Arts Gallery in San Francisco and Columbia University’s French House.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Anissa was also an Associate Producer for WBAI Radio Pacifica’s program Arab Voices – where, from New York City, she brought the spot light on Arab filmmakers and musicians. When in Morocco she worked for the Moroccan Ministry of Culture organizing, in the wake of September 11th, a three day international conference at the Académie Royal du Maroc on the topic:  Is the Dialogue between Cultures Possible?

In addition, while in New York City, Anissa worked with the Reading and Writing Project at Columbia Teacher’s College. She contributed to the famed textbook by Lucie Calkins entitled: The Art of Teaching Writing. At present Anissa is an educational consultant and teaches English and American literature in Paris. She specializes in the use of creative writing to teach English to non-native speakers. 

Always busy, Anissa is also hard at work on a new novel. 
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